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Florescence (2023)
Soo Yeon Lyuh (b.1980)

Written for Courtney Orlando

Program Note:

This piece represents my attempt at finding a balance between concept and sound,
my head and my heart. Inspired by - but not limited to - Louis Andriessen’s Xenia
for Solo Violin (2005), the piece tries to use sound in service of concept.
Academically, | take this as an opportunity to alter my composition habit that had
usually been based on whim. Not only that, | dedicate this piece to my best friend
Young Hwa, whose Korean nickname includes the word “flower.” Relatedly, |
imagined a musical process of flowering in structuring this piece, hence its title:
Florescence. The piece indicates a story of our friendship in two parts. The first
section is filled with distinctively solo violin passages with lots of repetitions and
variations done on a single theme. Then a new element - a long G note, a
friendship - enters the narrative and eventually grounds it, like a fluorescent lamp
that shows me the way wherever | go.

Performance Notes:

All boxed text is in reference to the backing track (Recorded by Courtney
Orlando), denoting cues or relevant time codes if a timer is needed to support the
performance. X noteheads also refer to the backing track and are not to be
performed. Accidentals apply for a single bar and octaves.
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